freely given on every important matter, but in questions of detail there
was no meddling at all.. For the first eight years of his Residentship, Sir
Henry was ordered to abstain from all interference in the administrative
matters of the State. His dispatches during this period are full of com-
ments upon the inefficiency of the administration, the extortion and
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oppression practised by the powerful classes and the ruin and devastation
which prevailed throughout the Dominions. Regarding the policy of
non-interference in Native State administrations so rigidly practised at
this period, Sir Henry writing to the Court of Directors in 1824, four years
after his departure from Hyderabad, said: " It was a fundamental rule of
our policy, repeatedly insisted upon in the orders both of your Honourable
Court and of your Government in India to abstain from all interference
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